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Kevin O'Hara: Phantom of the
Moviehouse
Posted Tuesday, September 4, 2018 2:57 pm

By Kevin O'Hara                         

PITTSFIELD — To escape the beastly heat of August, I treated myself to a matinee at one of our local cinemas. I'm
ashamed to say it had been a while since I last went to the movies, so was surprised to learn that you now choose your
seat by touchscreen at the ticket counter before entering the theater. After studying the �nger-smudged screen, I
selected D6, a choice seat in the middle of the house. 
 
But when I entered the dark theater and took my seat, I found I had made a grievous mistake. The woman on my right
must have used a Super Soaker to douse herself with lilac perfume — the strong fragrance shot up into my sinuses like
poison darts. To my left sat a rotund fellow munching noisily on a tub of popcorn that could feed a family of four for a
week. Not wishing to offend, but also knowing it would be impossible for me to watch "Mission Impossible" without
"Fallout," I pretended I was sitting in the wrong seat, and vacated the premises to seek higher ground. 
 
A BATTLE ENSUES 
 
I settled for F1, an aisle seat safely upwind from the �oral bombshell and the teething human hamster. No sooner had I
�gured out how to drop my "stadium" chair into a reclining position, when an elderly couple loomed over me like angry
gargoyles. "You're sitting in my seat," the woman seethed, spotlighting her ticket stub — F1 — with the blinding light
from her cell phone. By the time I was able to eject from my leather cockpit, F1's husband was motioning her to join him
three rows down — C1 and C2 — evidently �nding those seats more favorable. 
 
When the house lights dimmed and the audience settled in to enjoy Tom Cruise's latest blockbuster, a tardy pair entered
the premises and searched the blackness like clumsy thieves. I held my breath as they passed down the outer aisle, "Oh,
please," I muttered, "not Seats C1 and C2!" 
 
Sure enough, the laggard couple stalled above the stone-faced gargoyles, and asked them �rmly to vacate their selected
seats. Well, wouldn't you know, didn't Mrs. F1 cop an attitude and refused to budge. Their ensuing tirade brought on a
slew of unsavory catcalls from the audience. Even the munching hamster spat out a few indigestible kernels. 
 
Fortunately, the tardy pair �nally caved in, and shuf�ed into Seats C3 and C4, despite the proximity of their displaced but
pigheaded neighbors. Of course, all this commotion left me squirming guiltily in my stolen seat, knowing that I was the
sole perpetrator who had sparked this �restorm. 
 
CHEEZ IT, THE COPS 
 
But no sooner had things seemed to settle down amongst the warring factions, than C3 sprang from her chair and
steamed up the aisle. I thought she was off to concessions to buy a 64-ounce Coke that she could slurp happily into the
ears of her neighboring squatters. Instead, she returned with the house manager who, like a no-nonsense train
conductor, politely asked the interlopers sitting in C1 and C2 to produce their ticket stubs. 
 
Knowing that my goose would soon be rotisserized, I slid stealthily from my seat and slithered up into the darkest and
deepest recess of H-row. There I curled into my cushiony chair, chin low, collar high, �guring to escape the beam of
pursuing �ashlights. Meanwhile, the livid gargoyles were ushered back to their proper seats of F1 and F2, while the
rightful heirs of C1 and C2 — raising their arms in victory to the applause of the audience — �nally claimed their proper
thrones. 
 
At the movie's conclusion, after our invincible hero, Ethan Hunt, had saved our suffering planet from a plutonium
holocaust, I hightailed it toward the exit before the closing credits were rolled, fearing that Mrs. F1 — still broiling from
her forced game of Musical Chairs — might spot the responsible rogue phantom in the lobby, and beat the living tar out
of him.  
 
Kevin O'Hara is a longtime Eagle contributor. Visit his website at thedonkeyman.com. 
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If you'd like to leave a comment (or a tip or a question) about this story with the editors, please email us. We also
welcome letters to the editor for publication; you can do that by �lling out our letters form and submitting it to the
newsroom.

OTHER ITEMS THAT MAY INTEREST YOU

 
 

Share 0 ShareShare

Clarence Fanto: Time
to get serious about
universal health care
coverage

Chan Lowe: Justice
served - with a side
of politics

Alan Chartock | I,
Publius: We have to
return sanity to our
government

John Dickson: Poster
child for broken
system

Conceptis
Battleships

Conceptis
Pic-a-Pix

Junior
ReMind

Junior
Sudoku

Premier
Crossword

Spot The
Differences

LOCAL NEWS

In Adams, paradegoers dress to
impress

Moving mountains: A look at
Catamount Ski Resort's multimillion-
dollar renovation

Ballot Question 3: Both sides cite
public safety concerns - but that's
where agreement ends

Community leaders push for West Side
Pitts�eld Police substation

West Stockbridge Fire Dept. holding
bene�t for injured �re�ghter
Read more 

Puzzles Palace

NASCAR

SPORTS

Berkshire County sports notes: Adams-
Cheshire PAL basketball hosting
signups

Athlete Spotlight: Mount Greylock
volleyball's Marley Bu�s and Maddie
Albert

College roundup: Williams women's
soccer team advances in NESCAC
tournament

Western Mass. football playo�s: Lee,
Wahconah earn top seeds as Taconic,
Hoosac Valley also make �eld

Berkshire County golfers head east for
MIAA state championships
Read more 

TRENDING

$21M Berkshire Line upgrade to bolster
ailing rail route

As Pitts�eld o�cer leaves force,
documents detail trail of discipline

One Pitts�eld family's too-close
encounter with rail tra�c

West Stockbridge Fire Dept. holding
bene�t for injured �re�ghter

Pitts�eld man faces �rearms charges
for ammo, weapons

As of: Oct. 29

RANK DRIVER PV RANK

1 Kyle Busch 1

2 Kevin Harvick 2

3 Martin Truex Jr 3

4 Joey Logano 7

5 Kurt Busch 6

NASCAR Standings

MORE HOME

Logano shoves past Truex to earn shot at
NASCAR championship

The Latest: Logano shoves Truex away to
move on to Miami

NASCAR's Jimmie Johnson lands new
sponsor in Ally Financial

Kyle Busch to lead next round of NASCAR's
playoffs

Johnny Sauter wins Martinsville for series-
best 4th time

NASCAR

MORE HOME

© 2018, The Berkshire Eagle

Contact us  About us  Terms of use  Privacy policy

  

http://www.accuweather.com/en/us/pittsfield-ma/01201/weather-forecast/329321
http://creativecirclemedia.com/
http://cookiesandyou.com/
https://www.facebook.com/berkshire.eagle
https://twitter.com/BerkshireEagle
https://www.berkshireeagle.com/search.html
https://www.berkshireeagle.com/
https://www.berkshireeagle.com/news/
https://www.berkshireeagle.com/sports/
https://www.berkshireeagle.com/berkshirelandscapes/
https://www.berkshireeagle.com/entertainment/
https://www.berkshireeagle.com/berkshires-week/
https://www.berkshireeagle.com/opinion/
https://www.berkshireeagle.com/podcasts/
http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/berkshire/
http://berkshireeagle.ma.newsmemory.com/specials_page.php
http://berkshireeagle.ma.newsmemory.com/advmarketplace.php
https://www.berkshireeagle.com/thebeat
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.berkshireeagle.com%2Fstories%2Fkevin-ohara-phantom-of-the-moviehouse%2C549441%3F&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw&text=Kevin%20O%27Hara%3A%20Phantom%20of%20the%20Moviehouse&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.berkshireeagle.com%2Fstories%2Fkevin-ohara-phantom-of-the-moviehouse%2C549441%3F&via=BerkshireEagle
mailto:news@berkshireeagle.com
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSebsIeaANReD7JSKRQ_UZaBy8p6LM0bDwZr-AIId8qg6XtY_w/viewform
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?kid_directed_site=0&sdk=joey&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.berkshireeagle.com%2Fstories%2Fkevin-ohara-phantom-of-the-moviehouse%2C549441&display=popup&ref=plugin&src=share_button
javascript:void(0);
https://www.berkshireeagle.com/stories/clarence-fanto-time-to-get-serious-about-universal-health-care-coverage,554563
https://www.berkshireeagle.com/stories/chan-lowe-justice-served-with-a-side-of-politics,554488
https://www.berkshireeagle.com/stories/alan-chartock-i-publius-we-have-to-return-sanity-to-our-government,554423
https://www.berkshireeagle.com/stories/john-dickson-poster-child-for-broken-system,554424
https://www.berkshireeagle.com/stories/in-adams-paradegoers-dress-to-impress,554642
https://www.berkshireeagle.com/stories/moving-mountains-a-look-at-catamount-ski-resorts-multimillion-dollar-renovation,554639
https://www.berkshireeagle.com/stories/ballot-question-3-both-sides-cite-public-safety-concerns-but-thats-where-agreement-ends,554620
https://www.berkshireeagle.com/stories/community-leaders-push-for-west-side-pittsfield-police-substation,554613
https://www.berkshireeagle.com/stories/west-stockbridge-fire-dept-holding-benefit-for-injured-firefighter,554609
https://www.berkshireeagle.com/local-news/
http://berkshireeagle.com/games
http://berkshireeagle.com/games
http://berkshireeagle.com/games
http://berkshireeagle.com/games
http://berkshireeagle.com/games
http://berkshireeagle.com/games
https://www.berkshireeagle.com/stories/berkshire-county-sports-notes-adams-cheshire-pal-basketball-hosting-signups,554641
https://www.berkshireeagle.com/stories/athlete-spotlight-mount-greylock-volleyballs-marley-buffis-and-maddie-albert,554640
https://www.berkshireeagle.com/stories/college-roundup-williams-womens-soccer-team-advances-in-nescac-tournament,554638
https://www.berkshireeagle.com/stories/western-mass-football-playoffs-lee-wahconah-earn-top-seeds-as-taconic-hoosac-valley-also-make,554615
https://www.berkshireeagle.com/stories/berkshire-county-golfers-head-east-for-miaa-state-championships,554614
https://www.berkshireeagle.com/sports/
https://www.berkshireeagle.com/stories/21m-berkshire-line-upgrade-to-bolster-ailing-rail-route,554579
https://www.berkshireeagle.com/stories/as-pittsfield-officer-leaves-force-documents-detail-trail-of-discipline,554532
https://www.berkshireeagle.com/stories/one-pittsfield-familys-too-close-encounter-with-rail-traffic,554584
https://www.berkshireeagle.com/stories/west-stockbridge-fire-dept-holding-benefit-for-injured-firefighter,554609
https://www.berkshireeagle.com/stories/pittsfield-man-faces-firearms-charges-for-ammo-weapons,554530
https://racing.ap.org/berkshireeagle/
https://racing.ap.org/berkshireeagle/article/logano-shoves-past-truex-earn-shot-nascar-championship
https://racing.ap.org/berkshireeagle/article/latest-logano-shoves-truex-away-move-miami
https://racing.ap.org/berkshireeagle/article/nascars-jimmie-johnson-lands-new-sponsor-ally-financial
https://racing.ap.org/berkshireeagle/article/kyle-busch-lead-next-round-nascars-playoffs
https://racing.ap.org/berkshireeagle/article/johnny-sauter-wins-martinsville-series-best-4th-time
https://racing.ap.org/berkshireeagle/news
https://www.berkshireeagle.com/contact/
https://www.berkshireeagle.com/eagle-about-us.html
https://www.berkshireeagle.com/terms-and-conditions/
https://www.berkshireeagle.com/privacy-policy/berkshire-eagle/
https://www.facebook.com/berkshire.eagle
https://twitter.com/BerkshireEagle

